Day after day, the new Military Attache softly and
insidiously wormed his way into the older man's heart
and at last von Hintze was completely won over to the
scheme, reserving in his own mind that Huerta was3
nevertheless, not trustworthy. He still remained in the
Admiral's mind as a drunken filibuster.
Flushed with success, von Papen wrote post haste to
Captain Boy-Ed, his Naval colleague in Washington, in
the letter detailing his plans for the Mexican affair and
describing how he had convinced Admiral von Hintze
of the need for quick action.
The reply from the Naval Attach^ is illuminating and
shows another string leading to the Austrian Embassy in
Washington, removing for all time any doubt that might
have existed about the close collaboration of the Dual
Monarchy with Germany, in the preparation for world
aggression.
German Embassy,                                                Washington.
Washington D.C,                                                   May 25, 1914,
To Captain von Papen,
Military Attach^.
(At present in Mexico.)
DEAR PAPEN,
Best thanks for your friendly and instructive letter of nth May,
Your arguments made a great impression, not only on Count Bern*
storff, but also on the Austrian Ambassador. At BernstorfFs sugges*
ton your letter was confidentially communicated to the latter. In
his reply, Dumba said that your letter was remarkable for its terseness
and lucidity. For my part, I was especially pleased by what you
wrote about Huerta, the only strong man in Mexico, In my opinion,
Admiral von Hintze was not quite right in his estimate of him. For
Huerta can scarcely be such a drunken ruffian as Hintze so often
implies, if only because a chronic drunkard could hardly have kept
so uncertain a position under such uncommonly difficult circum-
stances. I met a number of people in Mexico City who were in
close touch with Huerta, and without exception they all spoke very
highly of the President's patriotism, capacity and energy.
I likewise do not share the views of our worthy Admiral about
the timeliness or the possibility of international intervention, Hintze's
attitude towards this question will be familiar to you from one of the
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